international readership, it will consider itself in the first place the scientific journal of the intensely thriving in-crowd of lower countries' reproductive professionals of all colours and banners.
Potential authors are invited to present their results on any aspect related to human procreation, which will not be further specified here, because to define is to limit. Results from original research are most cherished because it will enable us to file in due time for certification to Medline. Summaries of doctoral work or PhD theses will be given a special place and we aim to follow up promotional work by young authors that is often classified too quickly on the shelf and not brought to the deserved attention to a wider interested audience. Good ideas, bad ideas, controversial, challenging and even provo cative views regarding any aspect of all medical disciplines are welcome, provided they relate to reproduction and the functioning of the reproductive organs, and provided they are formulated as a contribution to the quest for a comprehensive understanding of human procreation.
A good idea has many fathers, a poor idea is an orphan. Therefore this is the place and time to acknowledge that the true father of this journal is Willem Ombelet, who had the grace to ask me to write this editorial, granting me full freedom of writing. Supported from the early hours by a small group of similarly inspired colleagues, his initiative needed time to mature and is now ready for launch. Although we are sure that the approach is original, we are not sure it will succeed or last. This will depend on whether the formula will appeal many to take to their computers and write. The editorial board has been carefully constituted and is supported by a young and motivated team of back office collaborators. The guidelines to authors are logically constructed and the online reviewing process is kept simple. We will go through children's diseases and perhaps we will falter. But we truly think there is a need for a journal that starts off humbly and that can grow by sticking to its founding principle of broad diversity in combination with different levels of intensity. Facts alone tend to be isolated in every narrowing niche of professionalism; views alone tend to degenerate into strong opinions nobody is interested in; and vision alone tends to become a nightmare if unsupported by facts and a beholder's sharp view. In conjunction, they constitute the basic elements needed for a truly translational medicine, where findings from the bench may become part of a clinician's view and where today's clinical expertise may take a jump from a sleepwalker's routine to the disruptive insight of the visionary. Jan Gerris, MD PhD Division of Reproductive Medicine Ghent University Hospital Belgium
